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In FY 2009, Belize received a modest amount of foreign assistance funding. Belize also receives 
regional funding, such as HIV/AIDS assistance through the Presidents Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief (PEPFAR). In FY 2009, PEPFAR funding helped Peace Corps volunteers and their 
counterparts train teachers and youth peer-educators at a regional level to use the HIV/ AIDS 
components of the Health and Family Life curriculum effectively in schools. 

In FY 2009, the Military Liaison Office utilized its International Military Education and Training and 
Foreign Military Financing funding to train a substantial number of the Belize Defense Force (BDF) 
and Belize National Coast Guard — a substantial number of these officials received training with 
United States Government (USG) assistance. Notably, the funding comprises virtually the entire 
training budget of the small BDF and provides significant training to the Belize National Coast 
Guard. These trainings have resulted in counter-narcotic successes - in FY 2009, the BDF 
monitored and destroyed covert runways used by traffickers. The BDF and the Belize Police 
Department continued joint border patrols in order to monitor illegal entry points into Belize that 
are also used as routes for smuggling cocaine and marijuana over land. The BDF and Coast Guard 
are vital to the national security of Belize and they protect Belize's borders from drug and human 
traffickers. 

The Government of Belize continued to benefit from the FY 2007 grant funds designated to assist 
Belize in anti-human-trafficking efforts by using a USG-renovated trafficking victims' shelter. The 
shelter assists approximately 12 people on a semi-permanent basis, and helps many more on a 
temporary basis. The grant still has funding available but new grant activity has been placed on hold 
while the Government of Belize searches for an appropriate trainer to facilitate anti-trafficking 



Embassy Belmopan continues to partner with the Government of Belize to help better prosecute 
trafficking and other crimes in Belize. Under the agreement to provide assistance from a U.S. 
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activities. 



federal prosecutor through the Department of Justice's Overseas Prosecutorial Development and 
Training program, Embassy Belmopan hopes to focus future assistance on training lay prosecutors 
who argue cases against professionally-trained defense attorneys. 

Belize is examining many of the flaws in its criminal justice system, and strengthening the system has 
become a priority for the Mission. An under-resourced police department, understaffed courts, and 
under-trained prosecutors and judges are contributing factors in a weakening of the rule of law and 
the citizenry's diminished confidence in the judicial system. United States-supplied training and 
equipment will continue to be a major element in the development of a more democratic and secure 
Belize. 
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